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COMMON PAGES – PROPOSED CHANGES CATALOG YEAR 2020 - 2021 

Name of 
Change 

Proposal 

Submitted By Justification Proposed Changes 

A.R. 2.2.4-3 Initiating 
Council: 
DARS 

Sponsoring 
Council: VPSA 
 

When the Admissions & Records office receives official transcripts 
from external institutions, the A&R office will utilize the transferring 
institution's grading scale when evaluating transfer credits. The 
adjustment to the common pages is not making a change to current 
policy but to clarify the current practice already in place for external 
institutions that use a +/- grading scale. For institutions that have a 
C- grade below a 2.0 (typically a 1.76), this is below a C grade on a 
2.0 of a 4.0 scale and is non-transferrable to the MCCCD colleges. 
Academic departments will have the flexibility to approve a C- grade 
to allow a student to meet placement requirements into a higher-
level course. 

A.R..2.2.4-3 (.2.2.4 Prior Learning Assessment Credit) 
 
3. Transferring To the Maricopa Community 
Colleges 
A student enrolling at one of the Maricopa Community 
Colleges after having attended other post-secondary 
institutions can have coursework evaluated for transfer 
credit. To be eligible for evaluation, coursework must 
appear on official transcripts from the source 
institutions. The official transcripts must be mailed 
directly from the source institutions to the Admissions 
and Records/Enrollment Services Offices of the 
receiving institutions. The Admissions and 
Records/Enrollment Services Offices at the receiving 
institutions will complete course-by-course evaluations 
for all submitted transcripts upon student request. 
  
Conditions of Transfer Credit: 

 The coursework was completed at colleges 
and/or universities accredited by the following 
regional accrediting agencies: New England 
Association of Schools and Colleges, Middle 
States Association of Colleges and Schools, 
North Central Association of Colleges and 
Schools, Northwest Association of Schools and 
Colleges, Southern Association of Colleges and 
Schools, and/or Western Association of Schools 
and Colleges.  

 Coursework from other institutions may be 
considered for evaluation on a case-by-case 
basis. 

 The coursework was earned with a grade of C 
or better. CREDITS TRANSFERRED FROM 
OUTSIDE OF MCCCD GRADED ON A 
PLUS/MINUS GRADING SCALE ARE 
CONVERTED BASED ON THE GRADING 
SCALE OF THE TRANSFERRING 
INSTITUTION. ONLY COURSES WITH A 
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GRADE OF “C” (2.0 ON A 4.0 SCALE) OR 
BETTER ARE TRANSFERABLE. 

 The coursework was taken at another Arizona 
community college to fulfill general education 
requirements for the Arizona General Education 
Curriculum (AGEC). 

 Acceptance and applicability of courses from 
another Maricopa Community College that fulfill 
requirements other than general education is 
determined by individual Maricopa Community 
Colleges. Applicability of Non-AGEC designated 
courses from another Maricopa Community 
College toward the requirements of a college-
specific degree or certificate is determined by 
individual Maricopa Community Colleges. 

 The award of transfer credit shall not express or 
imply that all transfer credit will be fully 
applicable toward all Maricopa associate’s 
degree and certificate requirements. 

 Developmental coursework (below 100-level) is 
accepted for the purpose of fulfilling course 
prerequisites. The credit does not apply toward 
a degree or certificate. 

 Courses with different credit systems (quarter 
hours, units) are converted to semester hours of 
credit. The semester conversion of quarter 
credits is at a rate of .67 semester credit hours 
for each quarter hour. 

 The age of credit may be considered in applying 
credit toward degrees and certificate programs. 

 College-level courses completed outside the 
United States and recorded on official 
transcripts will be evaluated for transfer credit, 
provided that the institution where the courses 
were taken is accredited by the ministry of 
education in that country. It is the student’s 
responsibility to submit all foreign and 
international transcripts to one of the 
international credential evaluation to be 
translated into English, evaluated on a course-
by-course-basis, and sent directly to the 
receiving colleges. Contact your college 
admissions and records/enrollment services 
office to obtain a list of approved agencies. 
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 For military credit, credit by examination, credit 
by evaluation, and CLEP/AP/IB/CIE/DSST/ACT-
PEP Credit see the section for Credit For Prior 
Learning. 

 
 

 
2.2.4 
Transfer 
Credit and 
Prior 
Learning 
Assessment 
Policy 

Initiating 
Council: CCTA 
Sponsoring 
Council: CEC 

Nationally Recognized Institutions 
 
Excerpt: On November 1, 2019, the U.S. Department of Education 
(USDE) published final regulations on accreditation. Overall, these 
final rules reflect minor changes from the draft consensus language 
approved by USDE’s Negotiated Rulemaking Committee that met 
earlier this year (see Federal Update #77). The revised regulations 
continue the emphasis on accountability that has been 
characterizing federal involvement in accreditation, as well as 
providing additional opportunity for accreditation to embrace 
innovation, along with some streamlining of federal recognition (the 
periodic review of accreditation). And, the regulations take effect as 
both the House of Representatives and the Senate are addressing 
a reauthorization of the Higher Education Act, the law that 
establishes a framework for the regulations. The House has 
introduced the College Affordability Act (see Federal Update #83). A 
significant feature of these changes is the Department’s decision to 
eliminate reference to “regional” accreditation, now describing 
regional accrediting organizations as “national” and requiring these 
accreditors to make public all the states or countries in which they 
are engaged in accrediting activity. Therefore, the Department will 
no longer categorize agencies as regional or national; instead they 
will include them under a combined umbrella identified as 
‘‘institutional’’ or ‘‘nationally recognized.’’ The terms ‘‘regionally 
accredited’’ and ‘‘nationally accredited’’ related to institutional 
accreditation will no longer be used or recognized the Department. 
Flat Administrative Fee Arizona currently lags behind other states in 
postsecondary completion. In fact, fewer than 40% of working 
adults in Arizona have earned a certificate or degree (Achieve60AZ, 
2018). With a more robust PLA structure, Maricopa can help 
change this. Currently, PLA options are underutilized and not 
actively promoted. A primary reason why PLA is not utilized is that it 
is cost-prohibitive for students. The district charges the same tuition 
rate ($85 per credit hour) as credited classes, which could dissuade 
learners from pursuing PLA opportunities, especially because 
students are required to pay for the assessment even when the 
results do not equate to credit (and then the students pay tuition to 
take courses). Because the proposed change reduces the cost for 

PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT FEE SCHEDULE 
 
No fees are assessed by the college for the following 
types of Prior Learning Assessment: 
transfer credit from regionally or non-regionally 
accredited NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED 
institutions, international coursework that has been 
officially evaluated by a foreign evaluator 
service (such as educational credential evaluators), 
standardized college-level exams (such 
as CLEP, AP, IB, DSST,CIE), GED Exams, Military 
Transcripts, ACE (American Council on 
Education) transcripts, credit received through 
ORGANIZATIONS AND companies that offer 
nationally recognized credit evaluated by ACE, NCCRS, 
etc. (Straighterline, NOCTI, 
Study.Com, etc.), INDUSTRY RECOGNIZED 
CREDENTIALS, international coursework that 
has been officially evaluated by a foreign evaluator 
service (such as educational credential 
evaluators), skill center and/or clock hour transcripts. 
 
Departmental Challenge Exam and 
Credit by Evaluation 
See tuition and fees schedule 
$40 ADMINISTRATIVE FEE IF AWARDED 
TRANSFER CREDIT 
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students, students may be more likely to pursue PLA, which could 
actually generate an overall increase in utilization of this fee and 
money brought in. Most importantly, the change in policy and 
practice could positively contribute to the District’s Student 
Enrollment Management Plan, which focuses on what is best for 
students' success, including reduced time to degree completion, 
while increasing enrollment. Industry Recognized Credentials Not 
assessing a fee for Prior Learning Assessment (PLA) of industry 
recognized credentials provides a streamlined path for students so 
that they can pursue an educational award without duplication of 
courses or loss of potential credit. Recognizing industry credentials 
provides an appropriate balance of consistency, flexibility, rigor, and 
academic program integrity and uses a course-equivalency model 
to determine the award of credit. The competencies associated with 
industry recognized credentials can be easily “course crosswalked” 
through a one-time evaluation by an instructional council or an 
industry sector collaborative. Once the competencies associated 
with credential have been crosswalked and determined equivalent 
to credit bearing course(s), the system incurs no additional costs of 
maintaining the recognized PLA above and beyond what is required 
to maintain other forms of PLA where no fee is assessed. Industry 
recognized credentials represent third party validation of our 
curriculum. Candidates who successfully earn the credential have 
demonstrated entry-level competency (as defined by industry) at 
level equivalent or higher to students who have successfully 
completed our crosswalked courses. Including industry recognized 
credentials with no fees for PLA is strategically advantageous as 
many of these credentials are stackable within a larger associate 
degree. Waiving the fee to evaluate industry recognized credentials 
and lowering the fee for the evaluation of other forms of prior 
learning will contribute to an accessible and marketable PLA 
process. In turn, increasing student awareness and usage of PLA 
has the potential to accelerate time to completion and the number of 
degrees and certificates awarded in Maricopa. 

 
2.2.4 
Transfer 
Credit and 
Prior 
Learning 
Assessment 
Policy 

Initiating 
Council: CCTA 
Sponsoring 
Council: CEC 

The change includes adding an appeals process for academic 
decisions related to transfer and PLA credit. To date, there has not 
been a formal process; this change will correct that. 

2.2.4 Transfer Credit and Prior Learning Assessment 
Policies  
 
Transfer Credit  
 
A student enrolling at one of the Maricopa Community 
Colleges after having attended other post-secondary 
institutions can have coursework evaluated for transfer 
credit. To be eligible for evaluation, coursework must 
appear on official transcripts from the source 
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institutions. The official transcripts must be mailed 
directly from the source institutions to the Admissions 
and Records Office of the receiving institutions. The 
Admissions and Records Office at the receiving 
institutions will complete course-by-course evaluations 
for all submitted transcripts upon student request. The 
award of transfer credit shall not express or imply that 
all transfer credit will be fully accepted or applied toward 
all Maricopa associate’s degree and certificate 
requirements.  
 
The Maricopa Community Colleges will evaluate 
coursework from institutions listed in the Database of 
Institutions and Programs Accredited by Recognized 
U.S. Accrediting Organizations at the time the 
coursework was taken. To be “recognized” means that 
the accreditors in the database have been reviewed by 
the Council for Higher Education Accreditation (CHEA) 
or by the U.S. Department of Education (USDE) or both 
and meet the quality standards of the respective 
organizations.  
 
College-level courses completed outside the United 
States and recorded on official transcripts will be 
evaluated for transfer credit, provided that the institution 
where the courses were taken is accredited by the 
Ministry of Education in that country. It is the student’s 
responsibility to submit all foreign and international 
transcripts to an approved international credential 
evaluation service to be translated into English (when 
applicable), evaluated on a course-by-course-basis, and 
sent directly to the receiving college(s). Contact your 
college Admissions and Records Office to obtain a list 
of approved evaluation services.  
 
Conditions of Transfer Credit:  
● The coursework was earned with a grade of C or 
better.  
● Developmental coursework (below 100-level) is 
accepted for the purpose of fulfilling course 
prerequisites. However, the credit does not apply 
toward a degree or certificate, and it does not transfer to 
another postsecondary institution.  
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● Courses with different credit systems (quarter hours, 
units) are converted to semester hours of credit. The 
semester conversion of quarter credits is at a rate of .67 
semester credit hours for each quarter hour.  
● The age of credit may be considered in applying credit 
toward degrees and certificate programs.  
 
Reverse Transfer of Credit 
 
 In an effort to assist former Maricopa students who 
have transferred to a university, the Maricopa 
Community Colleges offer reverse transfer of credit with 
participating Arizona universities. Former Maricopa 
students may use this opportunity to fulfill previously 
incomplete coursework requirements. Interested 
students at participating universities must meet 
university criteria to qualify for free transcript exchange 
when available. Participation in reverse transfer of credit 
does not guarantee coursework applicability or degree 
or certificate eligibility. Students participating in reverse 
transfer of credit must meet all curriculum and college 
requirements.  
Prior Learning Assessment (PLA)  
 
The Maricopa Community Colleges are committed to 
the idea that people deserve credit for college-level 
learning, no matter how it was acquired. Many people 
have developed learning outside of the traditional 
classroom. This evaluation of credit is referred to as 
Prior Learning Assessment, or PLA. Prior learning can 
be identified and assessed in a variety of ways to 
determine if college credit should be awarded. PLA 
credit may be awarded if the following standards have 
been met:  
● Student has been admitted to the college.  
● Student has declared a pathway (certificate or 
degree). 
 ● The learning is college level and verifiable.  
● PLA credit may be applied toward a degree program, 
certificate, general education requirements, 
concentration, and general electives that count toward 
the student’s elected pathway. Some restrictions may 
apply depending on the specific program of study.  
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● PLA credit may satisfy prerequisite requirements 
using the same policy that applies to other course 
equivalencies.  
● All work assessed for PLA credit must meet or exceed 
“C” level work.  
 
Students may be awarded no more than 30 credit hours 
through Prior Learning Assessment, unless required by 
a specific program of study within the Maricopa 
Community Colleges. Exceptions include evaluated 
credit from post-secondary institutions and military 
credit as indicated on joint service transcripts. Credit 
awarded for prior learning does not count as hours in 
residence for graduation requirements. Exceptions may 
be granted at some of the Maricopa Community 
Colleges for unique programs of study. No more than 20 
credit hours may be applied to the Arizona General 
Education Curriculum (AGEC). Please direct questions 
about Prior Learning Assessment at the Maricopa 
Community Colleges to the Admissions and Records 
Office.  
 
Prior Learning Assessment Fee Schedule  
(INSERT FEE CHART)  
 
CREDIT BY EXAM (COLLEGE-LEVEL 
EQUIVALENCY EXAMINATIONS)  
 
ACE has published credit recommendations for a 
number of national standardized examinations such as 
the ones listed below in the Guide to Educational Credit 
by Examination. The Maricopa Community Colleges use 
these recommendations as guidelines to award credit 
for equivalent coursework as well as elective credit. The 
number of credits listed in the ACE Guide are 
recommendations only. A college is not required to 
grant a student the number of credits recommended.  
 
Scores must be sent directly to the Admissions and 
Records Office from the specific testing company (IEs) 
before credit is awarded; equivalencies are subject to 
review and change. Credit received through Prior 
Learning Assessment is transferable within the 
Maricopa Community Colleges but is not necessarily 
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transferable to other colleges and universities. 
Therefore, students are strongly advised to research the 
credit for Prior Learning Assessment policies at any 
college or university outside of the Maricopa Community 
Colleges to which they plan to transfer. Credit by exam 
is awarded based on equivalencies in effect at the time 
of evaluation. Changes to exams and scores are 
determined by the respective Maricopa Instructional 
Councils (ICs) and/or Statewide Articulation Task 
Forces (ATFs).  
 
Maricopa recognizes the following examinations:  
● Advanced Placement (AP)  
● American College Testing Proficiency Examination 
Program (ACT-PEP)  
● Cambridge International Exams (CIE), A and AS Level 
● College-Level Examination Program (CLEP)  
● Departmental Exams (also known as “Challenge 
Exams”)  
● DSST (formerly Defense Activity for Non-Traditional 
Education Support or DANTES)  
● GED, College Ready + Scores  
● International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma/Certificate  
● Pearson Vue Exams  
 
Fees for standardized exams are the responsibility of 
the student. 
 Current list of exams and scores  
 
Advanced Placement (AP) Credit  
 
Students who have taken an advanced placement 
course of the College Entrance Examination Board 
(CEEB) in their secondary school and who have taken 
an Advanced Placement Examination of the CEEB may 
receive course credit. Scores must be received directly 
from CEEB before credit is awarded.  
 
American College Testing Proficiency Examination 
Program  
 
The Maricopa Community Colleges may award credit 
for the American College Testing Proficiency 
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Examination Program (ACT-PEP) based on the scores 
earned.  
 
Cambridge International Examinations (CIE) A and 
AS Level  
 
Students who have taken a Cambridge International 
Examination may receive college credit. Scores must be 
received directly from CIE before credit is awarded.  
 
College Level Examination Program (CLEP)  
 
Students who have taken a College Level Examination 
of the College Entrance Examination Board (CEEB) 
may receive college credit. Scores must be received 
directly from CEEB before credit is awarded.  
 
Estrella Mountain Community College, Rio Salado 
College, Paradise Valley Community College, and Mesa 
Community College are CLEP test sites. For more 
information on registering for the CLEP examinations, 
contact the testing centers at these colleges.  
 
Departmental Exams (Also known as Challenge 
Exams)  
 
Students may apply for Departmental Credit by 
Examination in certain courses by obtaining the 
appropriate form in the Admissions and Records Office, 
paying the required fee, and completing the examination 
and other requirements of the college. See fee schedule 
for appropriate fees. Students may not request:  
● To challenge a course a second time;  
● To challenge a course while currently enrolled in the 
course;  
● To establish credit in a previously completed course; 
and  
● To establish credit for a lower level of a course in 
which credit has been received.  
 
Additionally:  
 
● Exceptions may be granted at some of the Maricopa 
Community Colleges for their unique programs of study. 
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● Academic departments may have additional 
requirements that must be met before credit may be 
granted through Departmental Credit by Examination.  
● Only grades of A, B, C, D or P earned as a result of 
this examination will be recorded on the student’s 
transcript. Fees are not refundable after the examination 
has been administered, regardless of results.  
● When credit is granted as outlined above, a notation 
of “credit by examination,” a grade and the number of 
credits will appear on the student’s transcript. The grade 
is used in computing the grade point average.  
 
DSST (formerly Defense Activity for Non-Traditional 
Education Support or DANTES)  
 
The Maricopa Community Colleges may award credit 
for DSST Examination Program to individuals who meet 
or exceed the ACE recommended scores for awarding 
credit on the DSST exams. The Maricopa Community 
Colleges do not award credit for ENG 102 through 
DSST examination. Credit received through DSST is 
transferable within the Maricopa Community Colleges, 
but is not necessarily transferable to other colleges and 
universities.  
 
The Assessment Center at Rio Salado College is a 
DSST test site. For additional information on registering 
for DSST examinations, call (480) 517-8560.  
 
Students who have taken a DSST Examination may 
receive college credit. Scores must be received directly 
from DSST before credit is awarded.  
 
GED Exams  
 
The Maricopa Community Colleges may award credit 
for GED subject area scores designated as College 
Ready + in accordance with the ACE recommended 
scores. The transcript needs to be sent directly by the 
Department of Education to the Admissions and 
Records Office in order to be awarded credit. 
Disclaimer: Test scores are continually reviewed and 
may be updated at any time.  
 



11 
 

Educational Experiences in the Armed Services  
 
The Maricopa Community Colleges may award credit 
for military experiences based on the ACE Guide to the 
Evaluation of Educational Experiences in the Armed 
Services. A student may receive college credit if:  
● training parallels a discipline area offered through the 
Maricopa Community Colleges, and  
● credit meets a program requirement or is used as 
elective credit.  
 
Upon request, individuals who have successfully 
completed Basic Training, four (4) credit hours in 
Physical Education will be awarded as indicated in the 
ACE Guide and the Community College of the Air Force 
Catalog. Official documentation of military training is 
required.  
 
International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma/Certificate  
 
Students who present an International Baccalaureate 
Diploma/Certificate may qualify for college credit. 
Maricopa grants credit for college-level courses only. 
Scores must be received directly from the institution 
where the exams were administered before credit is 
awarded.  
 
CREDIT BY EVALUATION  
College Credit Recommendation Service  
 
ACE evaluates training programs offered by business, 
industry, and government and publishes its credit 
recommendations in The National Guide. If a student 
has received training that appears in the guide, he or 
she may receive college credit if:  
● training parallels a discipline area offered through the 
Maricopa Community Colleges, and  
● credit meets a program requirement or is used as 
elective credit.  
 
Departmental Credit by Evaluation  
 
Students may apply for Departmental Credit by 
Evaluation in certain courses by obtaining the 
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appropriate form in the Admissions and Records Office. 
The completed credit by evaluation form and the 
required fees are due to the college when the credit by 
evaluation request is submitted.  
 
Some academic departments may have additional 
requirements that must be met before credit may be 
granted through Departmental Credit by Evaluation. 
When credit is granted a notation of "credit by 
evaluation," and the number of credits will appear on the 
student's transcript. These credits are not used in 
computing the grade point average. Credit by evaluation 
is transferable within the Maricopa Community 
Colleges, but is not necessarily transferable to other 
colleges and universities. Students may not request:  
● To challenge a course a second time; 
 ● To challenge a course while currently enrolled in the 
course;  
● To establish credit in a previously completed course; 
and  
● To establish credit for a lower level of a course in 
which credit has been received.  
 
PLA AND TRANSFER DISCLAIMER  
 
IF PURSUING A TRANSFER DEGREE (AA, ABUS, AS, 
AAEE, AAFA., OR ARTICULATED ACADEMIC 
DEGREE PROGRAM), TRANSFER CREDIT AND PLA 
WILL BE GRANTED FOR THE PURPOSE OF 
SATISFYING MARICOPA GRADUATION 
REQUIREMENTS. BECAUSE CREDITS MAY NOT 
TRANSFER TO ALL COLLEGES OR UNIVERSITIES, 
CONTACT YOUR TRANSFERRING INSTITUTION TO 
DETERMINE THEIR TRANSFER CREDIT AND PLA 
REQUIREMENTS AND POLICIES.  
 
APPEALS POLICY  
 
STUDENTS HAVE THE RIGHT TO APPEAL 
ACADEMIC DECISIONS RELATED TO TRANSFER 
CREDIT AND PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT. 
STUDENTS WHO WISH TO APPEAL AN ACADEMIC 
DECISION SHOULD SEEK THE HELP OF THE 
FOLLOWING PEOPLE, IN THE FOLLOWING ORDER:  
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1. PROFESSOR OR INSTRUCTOR  
2. DEPARTMENT CHAIRPERSON  
3. ACADEMIC DEAN (FINAL APPEAL)  
 
STUDENTS MUST SUBMIT A REQUEST FOR AN 
APPEAL TO THE ADMISSIONS AND RECORDS 
OFFICE AT THE COLLEGE OF ATTENDANCE IN 
WRITING.  
 
STUDENTS WILL BE REQUIRED TO DESCRIBE THE 
GROUNDS FOR APPEAL, AND MUST PROVIDE 
DOCUMENTATION TO SUPPORT THE CLAIMS. IF A 
STUDENT IS DENIED CREDIT DUE TO 
INSUFFICIENT DOCUMENTATION, THIS IS NOT A 
VALID REASON TO APPEAL. IN THIS CASE, THE 
STUDENT MUST OBTAIN ADDITIONAL 
DOCUMENTATION AND RESUBMIT THROUGH THE 
APPEALS PROCESS. RESUBMITTING FOLLOWING 
THE LOSS OF AN APPEAL WILL NOT INCUR 
ADDITIONAL FEES.  
 
THERE IS A LIMIT OF ONE APPEAL PER 
SUBMISSION. ALL CREDIT DECISIONS IN AN 
APPEAL ARE FINAL. A CREDIT APPEAL REVIEW 
MAY RESULT IN MORE, OR THE SAME, CREDITS 
BEING AWARDED. 

 


